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Czech History

« Until 1918: Austrian-
Hungarian Empire

« 1918-1938: Democratic
Czechoslovakia

* 1938-1945: WWII

« 1945-1948:. Democratic
Czechoslovakia

« 1948-1989 Socialist
totalitarian state

« 1989-1993: Democratic
Czechoslovakia

« 1993: Separation of th Czech
and Slovak Republic

Queer History

Until 1918: homosexuality illegal
1918-1938: homosexuality illegal

Late 1920s and 1930s: movement do
decriminalize homosexuality

1938-1945: WWII, homosexuality illegal,
gay men and women opressed, sent to
concentration camps

1961: decriminalization of homosexuality

1961-1989. homosexuality is legal, yet a
matter of blackmail by the secret police

1990: Secret police dissoluted

2006: Same sex domestic partnership
became legal

2012 New civil law ordering transgender
people to be sterilized during sex change



Show Prague Pride: East Side Story,
Karlin Studios, 2014

 ,.Something as LGBT,
homosexual, gay or
lesbian art for sure doesn't
exist. As much as there is
no such thing as Czech art.
At least until we create
certain definition to apply
on the original diversity.”
curator Michal Novotny
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,Ludvik Victor and Ludvik Victor
an unknown as a man and as
woman Ludvika Victorie




= It is important to acknowledge historic figures who deserve it no
matter what their sexuality was.”

= All | care about is that he invented a rocket drive. | don‘t care who
he slept with.”

= Itis not important to point out a minor sexual orientation if it there
was no connection to the person’s life.

= Cultural heritage has nothing to do with sexuality. It eithar conteins
the aesthetic qualities or it does not.”

= We need a positive proof that someone was not heterosexual!”



= While working on my diploma thesis, | wanted to include a queer

studies approach but | decided not to.”

= While | was writing my diploma thesis, | mentioned a copy of a
statue of Hadrian and Antinous, which is in Castle Horovice, and
wanted to point out their homosexual relationship. | was asked to edit

it out.”



2009 conference Homosexuality in the Czech Humanities
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2011, 2012, 2013
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2 O 14 comprehensive tourist guide




Soclety for Queer Memory founded




What Is the Society for Queer Memory?

* Museum

* Archive

e Library

« Research and community center



Museum

 Clip boards
* Visual Arts

Prints
Photography

Postcards

 Video VHS and DVD
* Audio Tapes

Evereday Life Objects
Deposited Objects

Archive of the Society
Personal Archives

Texts and Meta Data for the
Interviews

Oral History Interviews
Digital Documents



Oral history

34 Interviews

* 6 women who identify
as lesbian

« 28 men who identify as
gay, bisexual or queer




Archive

55 archival funds
* Origin:

9 women,

36 men,

3 Institutions,
6 Institutions




Library

e 826 books

« 1061 issues of
periodicals
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Tours

Lectures

Exhibits
Conferences
School programs
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« School programs

 Consultations for Researchers
and Activists

« Attendance to Prague Pride




e graves adoption




Queer History as a history of what was
left out

 Denial
* Ignorance
« Confusion/Misunderstanding



Jan Zrzavy (1890-1977):
Prince
(Self-portrait), 1907

Sleeping boy, ca 1911



Josef Vachal (1884-1969).

IS his homeland Paris or London?
Is he blond or ginger (=,,zrzavy)?
Does he like girls or boys?“



Art historian Frantisek
Dvorak (1920-2015)

Jan Zrzavy: Two male nudes,
1955
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Orrin Peck (1860—1921)




KRATOCHVILNE KOUSKY KOCOURA FELIXE.
v.

1. Pan doméci Fuks si rybu upraviti dal. 2. V tichém pladi v bolu kradi, slzou smaci zem', 3. V tom z¥i velky reklamni itit fy. Elektro~- Lux.
Felix loudi o sviij podil, ktery ihned vzal. jak by se mu za to pomstil, nyni mysii jen. Néapad mihne jeho mozkem: ,,UZ to mame, pane Fuks!"

4. Do Prahy hned leti. Zpatky vlede koristi * 5. Na ssaci ten aparat pak venku zapne drit 6. K napraZené nasosce tu kapr leti: Sups! —
Elektro-Lux, ktery viechno predikladné vygisti. a hried motor uvnité zaéne pisnicku svou hrat. Z vidlitky jak ptage skie: ,,Sbohem, pane Fuks!"

Ladislav Viodek (1907—1996) LsianrC



Ladislav Vlodek: Boy, 1924



L. Viodek: Middt.

Ladislav Vlodek: Youth, before 1932 New Voice Magazine, 1932-1934



Toyen (1902-1980)







Marléne Dietrich Marcel Duchamp as Rose Sélavy
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Adolf Hofmeister: Ten-Ta-Toyen Toyen: Drawing, 1932 Toyen: Kresba, 1932



Bohuslav Brouk

Psychoanalytick4
SECH OEO GIE

BIOLOGICKY UVOD + GENESE LID-
STVA - SEXUALNI HISTORIE LID-
STVA exogamie + monogamie + prostituce » SE-
XUALNI ABERRACE zdminy + perverse

PRAHA 1933
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JUDITH HALBERSTAM

Jack Halberstam




Oskar Just
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Stefan Leonard
Kostelnicek



Opressed or priviledged? 1948-1989

LibuSe Jarcovjakova: T-club, 1980-1982
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Ryszard Kisiel: T-club, 1981 Secret police ID
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Fragner's attic
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Tomas




Where have all the queer critics gone?

F%Pw

Milos Jiranek

Showers in the Sokol, Prague
1901-1903



Max
Svabinsky
Study for
Harvesting
Time

1925

William Ritter (1867-1955)
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Queer Constellat

Karasek's

ze Lvovic

Castle in TrebeSice,

since 2005

apartment,
ca 1920s




Pornographic video from the production of CockyBoys, screenshot, 2014




Villa Lysis at Capri,
Jacques
d'Adelsward Fersen

Paris apartment of
Gertrude Stein and
Alice B. Toklas

Fontihill Abbey,
William Beckford




Wilastimil Hofman: Jiri Karasek
with his collections.

,HFe was no longer interested in women.
[...] The walls were covered with
paintings. Shelves were filled with china.
The collection of weaponry increased in
the same number as the collecion of
coins. One room was filled with books,
another one with plates with engravings
and drawings. [...] He wandered like a
forgotten shadow around the chamber,
from one thing to another, here enjoying
a Grud's picture, there admiring a lovely
rose on a Meissen cup.”— Jiri Karasek
ze Lvovic: Ganymedes, 1925
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Wilastimil
Hofman:

Ganymede,

1925

,I am still thinking of the painting from
your gallery, that Hofman's Ganymede,
that sad, distant face, all that vanity and
desire, all the grief of an autumn mist in a
remoteness..."”

— Director Vaclav Krska to Karasek
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,1he museum is going to be a testimony of
our times. It is also going to be the museum
of death. We are at the end of the journey,
Sofia! There is no way to go from here. We
can only reminisce!

[...]

You live slowly, my lady. Because you
perceive every event in all the details and you
make every detail and marginalia bigger than
It actually is.”

— Ladislav Fuchs: The Duchess and the
Cook, 1983
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Kynzvart Castle: Collection of curiosities,
18th and the 19th Century




Searching
for a queer
space

...a v tom okamziku se vzty¢ila Marta na posteli. (Str. 118.)

_ LiBezng se' mu usmivala vstfic a pfece ho zamra.
2o ... (Str. 18) '

Marie a Marta — 7. 97



Spaces of Desire: Is Architecture Sexy?,
2016
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Dostavenicho nejlepsich pritel je
v restauraci

,,CASINO“

PRAHA Il JECNAU&-

Telefon 331-3.

Vecer Jazz-orchestr.
Vudo vzd;

2. Zichod Rudf dibel, piidorys.




A Room of Queer's Own? Queer
Domesticity in Modern Prague, 2018
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ftyku: hrdinka Her

avantgardni predst
mél fungovat jako stroze
liceiny hotelovy poko



Havel (1899-1968)

Milos
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Philip Johnson: Glass House, 1949



What Now? Mark Ther *1977

,Closed due to homosexual and
Nazi propaganda”
— curator Olga Mala




2010-2011: Ars Homo Erotica
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2012: What a Material? Queer Art from
Central Europe
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2012-2013: Unrealized: Queer Codes




2015-present: Queer Archives Institute







Thank you for
your attention.

Fernand Vacha: Fairy tale
llustration, 1948




