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bohemian

1. a socially unconventional person,
especially one who is involved in the arts.

2. a native or inhabitant of Bohemia (now
the western part of the Czech Repubilic),
related to Bohemia

rhapsody

1. an epic poem, or part of it, of a suitable
length for recitation at one time.

2. an effusively enthusiastic or ecstatic
expression of feeling




Show Prague Pride: East Side Story,
Karlin Studios, 2014

 ,.Something as LGBT,
homosexual, gay or
lesbian art for sure doesn't
exist. As much as there is
no such thing as Czech art.
At least until we create
certain definition to apply
on the original diversity.”
curator Michal Novotny
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conference Homosexuality in the Czech Humanities

Univerzita Karlova
Fakulta humanitnich studii
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2011, 2012, 2013 three books
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201 4 comprehensive tourist guide




20 1 4 Society for Queer Memory founded




201 9 Conference Queering Czech History




Content

* Queer History as a history of what was left out
* Opressed or priviledged?

* Where have all the queer critics gone”?

* Queer constellations

« Searching for a queer space

* What now?



Queer History as a history of what was
left out

 Denial
* [gnorance
» Confusion/Misunderstanding



Jan Zrzavy (1890-1977):
Prince
(Self-portrait), 1907

Sleeping boy, ca 1911



Josef Vachal (1884—-1969):

,IS his homeland Paris or London?
Is he blond or ginger (=,,zrzavy)?
Does he like girls or boys?“



Jan Zrzavy: Fanous, 1920s

Jan Zrzavy:. Two male nudes,
1955
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Art historian Frantisek
Dvorak (1920-2015)



Junidentified
woman”

T § 7 - "
Lo RS
N

Orrin Peck (1860—-1921)
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KRATOCHVILNE. KOUSKY KOCOURA FELIXE.
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1. Pan domaci Fuks ai rrbu upraviti dal, 2V tichim plidi w bolu leddi, slson semddl sem', 3, V tom 25 velky robhlamnl 3t fy. Elokiro- Tux.
Felix loudi o svij podil; kter§ ihoed vzal, Jjak by so mu za te pomatil, nyni mysi jem. Mapad mihne jeho mozkem: UZ to mame, pane Fuls™

4. Do Peaby hned leti. Zpathy viede koristi 5. Na seaci ton aparit pak venbu mpee deiit B. K mapraiens niwosce tu kape loti: Sups! —
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Ladislav Vlodek (1907—1996) Ciomsgangn



Ladislav Vlodek: Boy, 1924



Ladislav Vlodek: Youth, before 1932 New Voice Magazine, 1932—-1934



Toyen (1902—-1980)







Marlene Dietrich Marcel Duchamp as Rose Sélavy



Adolf Hofmeister: Ten-Ta-Toyen Toyen: Drawing, 1932  Toyen: Kresha, 1932



Bohuslav Brouk

Psychoanalytickd
SEX T OLEOGIE

BIOLOGICKY UVOD + GENESE LID-
STVA - SEXUALNI HISTORIE LID-
STVA exogamie + monogamie + prostituce » SE-
XUALNI ABERRACE zdmeny + perverse

PRAHA 1933
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Jack Halberstam




Oskar Just




Svaty Vaclave vede;
g 2ohynouli  ném!

Stefan Leonard
Kostelnicek




Opressed or priviledged? 1948-1989
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LibusSe Jarcovjakova: T-club, 1980-1982



Ryszard Kisiel: T-club, 1981

Secret police ID
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Karel Lastovka (1938—1986)
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Where have all the queer critics gone?

H{F“l

Milos Jiranek
Showers in the Sokol, Prague
1901-1903




May
Svabinsky
Study for
Harvesting
Time

1925

William Ritter (1867—-1955)



Queer Constellations

Jifi
Karasek's
ze Lvovic i - &=
apartment, Castle in TrebesSice,
ca 1920s since 2005




Pornographic video from the production of CockyBoys, screenshot, 2014




Villa Lysis at Capri,
Jacques
d'Adelsward Fersen

Paris apartment of
Gertrude Stein and
Alice B. Toklas

Fontihill Abbey,
William Beckford




,HFe was no longer interested in women.
[...] The walls were covered with
paintings. Shelves were filled with china.
The collection of weaponry increased in
the same number as the collecion of
coins. One room was filled with books,
another one with plates with engravings
and drawings. [...] He wandered like a
forgotten shadow around the chamber,
from one thing to another, here enjoying
a Grud's picture, there admiring a lovely
rose on a Meissen cup.” — Jiri Karasek
ze Lvovic: Ganymedes, 1925

Wilastimil Hofman: Jiri Karasek
with his collections.



Wiastimil Hofman: Paintings
for Karasek, ca 1914—-1930







Wilastimil
Hofman:

Ganymede,
1925

»I am still thinking of the painting from
your gallery, that Hofman'‘s Ganymede,
that sad, distant face, all that vanity and

desire, all the grief of an autumn mist in a
remoteness...”

— Director Vaclav Krska to Karasek

o Vaclav
2w Krska:

o 7 J..e kr_é:sné. . + . H
R UC DA Coje krasne? SRRt Silver Wind
J S a8 movie, 1956
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,The museum is going to be a testimony of
our times. It is also going to be the museum
of death. We are at the end of the journey,
Sofial There is no way to go from here. We
can only reminisce!

[...]

You live slowly, my lady. Because you
perceive every event in all the details and you
make every detail and marginalia bigger than
it actually is.”

— Ladislav Fuchs: The Duchess and the
Cook, 1983
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Kynzvart Castle: Collection of curiosities,
18th and the 19th Century




for a queer

Searching
space
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..a v tom okamziku se vzty€ila Marta na posteli.
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Spaces of Desire: |Is Architecture Sexy?,
2016
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4, Zachod  Slepi pani”, vlevo sitnaZni plin
Z s pidorysem vpravo pohled zepledi



A Room of Queer’'s Own? Queer
Domesticity in Modern Prague, 2018

————— e
A Woman at Home
i =
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Philip Johnson: Glass House, 1949



\What Now? Mark Ther *1977

,Closed due to homosexual and
Nazi propaganda”
— curator Olga Mala




,Ludvik Victor and Ludvik Victor
an unknown as a man and as
woman Ludvika Victorie




= Itis important to acknowledge historic figures who deserve it no
matter what their sexuality was.”

= All | care about is that he invented a rocket drive. | don‘t care who
he slept with.”

= Itis not important to point out a minor sexual orientation if it there
was no connection to the person's life.

= Cultural heritage has nothing to do with sexuality. It eithar conteins
the aesthetic qualities or it does not.”

= We need a positive proof that someone was not heterosexual!”



= While working on my diploma thesis, | wanted to include a queer
studies approach but | decided not to.”

= While | was writing my diploma thesis, | mentioned a copy of a
statue of Hadrian and Antinous, which is in Castle Horovice, and
wanted to point out their homosexual relationship. | was asked to edit

it out.”



What is the Society for Queer Memory?

* Museum

* Archive

* Library

» Research and community center



Museum

* Clip boards

* Visual Arts

* Prints

* Photography

* Postcards

 Video VHS and DVD
* Audio Tapes

Evereday Life Objects
Deposited Objects

Archive of the Society
Personal Archives

Texts and Meta Data for the
Interviews

Oral History Interviews
Digital Documents



Oral history

34 interviews

* 6 women who identify
as lesbian

« 28 men who identify as
gay, bisexual or queer




Archive

« 55 archival funds
* Origin:

9 women,

36 men,

3 institutions,
6 institutions




Library

e 826 books

1061 issues of
periodicals




Tours

Lectures

Exhibits
Conferences
School programs



e School programs

« Consultations for Researchers
and Activists

« Attendance to Prague Pride
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Thank you for
your attention.

Fernand Vacha: Fairy tale
llustration, 1948
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